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emerged after the war, and to which serious thought should
now be given. All the wordy spate of pre-war controversy
on the now obsolete Colonial Question can safely be con-
signed to oblivion, for what we have to deal with now is,
not the claims of this or that Power to Colonies, but tie
collective responsibility of all the more advanced nations
for the relatively backward peoples not yet able to stand on
their own feet in the conditions of the modern world and
who require guidance and assistance to enable them even-
tually to become self-governing and independent. With
them may be included those peoples who cannot be con-
sidered backward but are still in a state of Colonial tutelage.
This responsibility rests not only on the present Colonial
Powers, although their duties are more immediate and
onerous; it is a common trust of civilization. In any per-
manent settlement of this Colonial Problem, the only
criterion should be the welfare and the wishes, so far as
they can be ascertained, of the Colonial peoples themselves.
This principle of Trusteeship is and has long been fully
recognized by Britain as applying to its own Colonial
Empire, and its implications can best be studied there;
yet there is no book in existence compendiously describing
that Empire, its history, administration and current prob-
lems, its relation to the British Commonwealth and to
other Colonial systems, and its future development.
During the past decade or so, as editor of the only journal
covering the British Colonial Empire as a whole (excluding
the Dominions and India), the need for such a book has been
constantly in my mind and on various occasions I drew
public attention to it, but was too closely occupied up to
the war to undertake it myself. Many books on Colonial
subjects appeared during that period, and the more signifi-
cant of them are included in the Bibliography appended to
this volume, but none of them quite filled the need indicated